EMEASSY  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


Rome,  May  24,  1930. 


Dear  Mr.  Garrett: 
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I am  sorry  to  bother  you  but  Lime.  Rakitch,  / the  wife 
of  the  Yugoslav  Minister  to  the  ttuirinal,  has  asked,  me  to 
obtain  information  regarding  the  disposal  of  a collection 
of  coins,  and  I am  therefore  sending  you  the  enclosed  true 
copy  of  a letter  from  her  which  outlines  the  nature  and 
extent  of  her  inquiry.  I knew  that  you  were  accustomed  to 
communicate  with  numismatic  experts  in  the  United  States, 
and  as  it  seemed  a good  thing  to  be  agreeable  to  the  Yugo- 
slav Legation,  I thought  you  would  not  mind  taking  some 
steps  to  register  interest  in  Mrs.  Rakitch'  proposal,  if 
nothing  more. 

As  no  question  of  mixing  file  numbers  is  involved,  I 
am  taking  this  occasion  to  mention  an  entirely  different 
matter,  namely,  that  Shepherd  has  expressed  the  idea  that 
you  wish  to  receive  copies  of  correspondence  on  military 
induction  cases,  neither  Chapin  nor  I recall  your  asking 
for  this  correspondence  and  accordingly  I am  not  bothering 
you  with  it  unless  you  let  me  know  to  the  contrary. 

With  warm  regards, 


Sincerely  yours, 


Enclosure:  Copy  of 


letter. 


The  Honorable 
John  W.  Garrett, 

American  Ambassador, 
Baltimore, 
Maryland. 


COPY 


Venezia,  A Vendredi 


Cher  M.  Kirk, 

Je  ne  suis  pas  arrivfee  a vous  6orire  &e 
Rome,  tant  j'avais  a faire  avant  mon  depart.  Alors 
comrae  vous  m'aviez  conseill6  voild  je  vous  ecrits  ioi, 
en  quelques  mots  en  quoi  consiste  le  colection  de  le 
vieille  monnais. 

II  y a a peu  pres  2500  - 2600  pieces  en  tout. 

Des  pieces  romaines,  des  monnais  serbes  (depuis  XII-XV 
siecle)  bulgares  roumaines  et  turques.  C'est  surtout 
les  romaines  qui  sont  belles  et  rares,  et  le  colections 
serbe  est  1 'unique  et  le  plus  complete  dans  son  genre. 
Malheuruesement  le  colection  n'est  plus  classic, 
la  retire  pour  la  porter  plus  facilement  pendant  la 
fuite  devant  l'ennemis  (l'epoque  de  la  guerre)  et  elle 
n'est  sont  plus  catalogue.  II  y a aussi  quelques 
scel6es  d'or  de  nos  vieux  rois  (Kill  - XIV  siecle). 

Voulez  vous  avoir  le  entillesse  d'§crire  de 
tout  cela  en  Amerique  et  s'il  faut  vous  donner  plus  de 
details  encore,  ecrivez  moi  par  l'entre  mise  de  votre 
Legation  a Belgrade.  C'est  mieux  pour  moi,  qu'on  ne 
l'apprend  pas  chez  nous,  puisqu'on  veut  beaucoup  l'avoir 
bon  marche,  et  on  evitere  les  ooncurents.  Mon  mari 
n'est  pas  de  mon  avis,  il  pretend  qu'il  faut  ceder  cette 
collection  m£me  pour  un  trop  bas  prix  pourvu  qu'elle  reste 
dans  le  pays. 
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Peut  %tre  que  si  peux  envoyer  direotement  en 
Amerique  par  l'entremise  de  votre  legation  de  Jelgrade, 
un  compte  rendu  de  la  colection,  sans  1' envoyer  d’abord 
a vous  a Rome.  Ou  il  faut  quand  mfeme  l’envoyer  a vous, 
pour  que  vous  in§me  l’envoyiez  la  avec  quelques  bons 
petits  mots. 

En  tout  cas  cher  M.  Kirk,  repondez  moi  a Belgrade 
(par  votre  Legation  et  ajoutez  pour  lime.  Rakitch  49  - 
Tevremova.  C’est  plus  stir  qu’elle  (votre  r§ponse)  me 
parviendra. 

Mille  exouses  pour  cette  horiblenent  mal  ecrite 
lettre,  je  vous  ecrits  de  la  gare  en  prenant  un  expresso. 
Venise  est  si  triste  ce  matin  il  pleut  sans  fin. 

Et  je  ne  saurais  jamais  vous  remercier  assez  Cher 
Kirk  de  le  gentillesse  avec  le  quelle  vous  vous  §tes 
prete  a me  rendre  cet  immence  service. 

Soyez  bon  et  rappellez  moi  au  bon  souvenir  de  lime. 
Kirk  et  mille  bons  souvenirs  et  amities  affectieuses  pour 
vous. 


( signed) 


M.  II.  RAKITCH 


Juno  9,1030* 


Ur*  bayte  Raymond,} 

405  lark  wo#. 

New  York,  I .Y. 

Dear  Hr*  } laymond : - 

I should  bo  clad  to  have  a look  at  some 
of  your  coins  but  not  until  after  the  first  of  ^uly,  as 
I an  cockle tely  occupied  nou  with  other  things.  I an 
lea  vine  £or  Home  towards  the  end  of  July  and  if  I can 
look  over  your  coins  I shall  do  so  before  1 sail;  other- 
wise I shall  send  than  back  to  you. 

I want  to  toko  back  with  no  a complete 
set  of  -uaerican  coins  for  this  year  - cold,  silver  and 
minor  in  mint  state.  I do  not  want  any  of  tho  branch 
rain  to  unless  a particular  coin  has  been  struck  at  one  of 
then  and  not  at  Ihiladelphia.  Could  you  get  this  set 
tooother  far  me  ? 

I have  just  received  from  Madame  Rakltch, 
wife  of  the  Yugoslav  L-inister-to  the  C.uirinal . n letter 
in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  Ihc  calloction  of  coins. 

If  the  matter  interests  you  you  might  take  it  up  with 
Madame Unhitch.  I suppose,  of  course,  she  would  have 
to  have  a complete  list  of  the  pieces  and  you  might 
possibly  have  to  see  them.  I knar;  nothing  about  tho 
collection  myself.  She  says  in  her  letter,  which  is 
addressed  to  Mr*  Kirk , Counsellor  of  kmbassy  in  hone 
and  forwarded  to  me  by  him.  that  there  are  between  2500 
and  2600  pieces  in  the  collection  - Roman  i Serbian, 
Bulgarian,  Roumanian  and  Turk.  Above  all  the  Honan 
ones  are  ©specially  rare,  but  tho  Serbian  collection  is 
unirue  and  the  most  complete  of  its  kind.  There  is  no 
catalogue  of  tho  collection  which  was  hurriedly  taken 
to  a safe  plaoe  durinc  the  flight  from  lieleyade  in  1914. 
Madane  Rakitch  asks  that  she  be  addressed  in  care  of  the 
American  -.©cation  at  lelgrade , Yugoslavia.  iicr  address 
in  Belgrade  is  49  Tovrenava.  If  you  writo  her  please 
say  that  her  letter  to  Ll r.  Alexander  Kirk,  Counsellor 
of  American  iinbassy  in  Hone  was  forwarded  by  him  to  mo 
and  that  I cent  it  on  to  you. 

Yours  very  truly. 


JY.G/B 


- 
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ISPm  Alexander  kirk 
Charce  d’Affalreo, 
Ancrican  knbassy, 
Bono,  Italy. 


Dear  L!r,  Kirk:- 


June  9,1000. 


I have  tallied  with  I'eith  Lerrill  but  not 
since  your  tel  ©or  an  cane,  I an  goinr  to  ..a3hinston 
tonorrow  and  hope  to  see  hln  if  ho  is  there.  He  had 
to  leave  the  other  day  for  3 itts burgh  with  Hcpresontative 
1 carter,  who  io  desperately  ill  and  according  to  Ilicli 
"oneworth,  whon  I caw  yesterday,  is  not  expected  to  b© 
able  to  cone  bad:  Usain  to  ..ashing ton.  This  rather 

upsets  the  Comitteo  and  nay  postpone  any  action  at 
this  tine. 


I have  written  Ur.  kayte  Raynond,  4G5 

I'ark  Avenue,  lieu  York  City,  who  is  an  expert  nuni3natist 
fro:i  whom  I havo  bought  rath  great  pleasure  far  a nunbor 
of  years,  in  regard  io  the  disposal  of  the  collection 
of  coins  nentionod  in  your  letter  of  Hay  24th.  I do  not 
know  that  it  will  interest  hin,  but  if  he  cores  to  write 
Uadane  Bajrjteh  he  can  do  so.  Of  course , it  would  be 
absolutory  essential  to  have  a eonpleto  list  and  it 
would  probably  be  necessary  to  see  then  before  he  could 
go  very  nuoh  further. 

E/e  are  having  a very  good  tine  and  already 
feel  that  our  leave  is  too  near  an  end. 

Kith  best  wishes  to  nil  of  you, 
sincerely  yours. 


JTQ/S 


